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Generic Marking Principles

These general marking principles must be applied by all examiners when marking candidate answers. They should be applied alongside the
specific content of the mark scheme or generic level descriptions for a question. Each question paper and mark scheme will also comply with these
marking principles.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 1:
Marks must be awarded in line with:
o the specific content of the mark scheme or the generic level descriptors for the question

o the specific skills defined in the mark scheme or in the generic level descriptors for the question
e the standard of response required by a candidate as exemplified by the standardisation scripts.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 2:

Marks awarded are always whole marks (not half marks, or other fractions).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 3:
Marks must be awarded positively:

e marks are awarded for correct/valid answers, as defined in the mark scheme. However, credit is given for valid answers which go beyond
the scope of the syllabus and mark scheme, referring to your Team Leader as appropriate

marks are awarded when candidates clearly demonstrate what they know and can do

marks are not deducted for errors

marks are not deducted for omissions

answers should only be judged on the quality of spelling, punctuation and grammar when these features are specifically assessed by the
question as indicated by the mark scheme. The meaning, however, should be unambiguous.

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 4:

Rules must be applied consistently, e.g. in situations where candidates have not followed instructions or in the application of generic level
descriptors.
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GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 5:

Marks should be awarded using the full range of marks defined in the mark scheme for the question (however; the use of the full mark range may
be limited according to the quality of the candidate responses seen).

GENERIC MARKING PRINCIPLE 6:

Marks awarded are based solely on the requirements as defined in the mark scheme. Marks should not be awarded with grade thresholds or
grade descriptors in mind.
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Annotations guidance for centres

Examiners use a system of annotations as a shorthand for communicating their marking decisions to one another. Examiners are trained during the
standardisation process on how and when to use annotations. The purpose of annotations is to inform the standardisation and monitoring
processes and guide the supervising examiners when they are checking the work of examiners within their team. The meaning of annotations and
how they are used is specific to each component and is understood by all examiners who mark the component.

We publish annotations in our mark schemes to help centres understand the annotations they may see on copies of scripts. Note that there may
not be a direct correlation between the number of annotations on a script and the mark awarded. Similarly, the use of an annotation may not be an
indication of the quality of the response.

The annotations listed below were available to examiners marking this component in this series.

Annotations

Annotation Meaning

@ Credit for good language or content point

x Incorrect

L] Omission

[BOD| If the examiner considers the answer to be more correct than incorrect, then ‘benefit of the doubt’ is given.
[Neoo| If the examiner considers the answer to be more incorrect than correct, then ‘no benefit of the doubt’ is given.
[SEEM] Used to show that blank pages have been seen

Highlighter Highlight

On-page On-page comment

comment

Off-page Used to make a holistic comment about the script

comment
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General Marking Instructions

The mark scheme will identify 40 marking units. Award a maximum of 1 tick per unit. For each unit, you can award either 1 mark (if the unit is
correct) or 0 marks (if the unit is incorrect). Do not award a ‘half mark’ for any unit.

o Use the given annotations to indicate whether the mark has been awarded or not for a unit.
e  Add up the number of correct units.

Enter a mark out of 40 for communication in the mark input box for Question 1.

Crossing out:
(a) If a candidate changes his/her mind over an answer and crosses out an attempt, award a mark if the final attempt is correct.

(b) If a candidate crosses out an answer to a whole question but makes no second attempt at it, mark the crossed out work. (Please note that a
‘second attempt’ could be a single word.)

© Cambridge University Press & Assessment 2025 Page 5 of 9



9680/52 Cambridge International A Level — Mark Scheme May/June 2025
PUBLISHED
Question Answer Marks
1 Unit English Target Language 40
1 We live in a golden age of technology. (% o e Con ...
9 9 9y L) A [La gl peac A iaed o
2 In the twenty-first century, (opdially galal) ol
3 technological development sl ?ﬂ‘/ Lall
4 has changed our lives loa e 3
5 more significantly sl /).\.\S s )
6 than at any time . /).J Cig L_?T o )':.ST / L 4l
7 since books were first printed. 50 dj <l de Ll die
8 One example is the bank card. P ) Aaad) g ly s (h\}) Jlie
9 Although credit cards were first introduced 50 dji c_\:@é Slay) ulala, u‘ O c“‘JS\ e
10 over 70 years ago, e 70 )ﬁ Yia
11 few people thought that one day

asr il [l Agy adl 1o S8 [ fpaitie) (ulil) (e Jaldll (la
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12 plastic cards would replace banknotes and coins, “Saalle Laaill (3 S aoo) calalas) Jac
u)u.ujj 4 TUT) d;.q 4_\5.\“_. < ) O - d;.w.x
13 or that you would be able to pay Qﬁd e oSa j /CAJ Lo hls o <l j
14 for goods and services E bl /‘;‘L‘Jﬂb C';’i ) /CA"“M o
15 with your mobile phone. J 1 eliilgs
16 In recent years P de /g).m‘i\ Clgiadl b
17 there has been such an increase 52 i culs /EAI_D'S\ b2 Jie cllia 5l
18 in shopping on the internet co iyl e @l o
19 that many traditional shops sl e S\/J;tud\ e el Oi dapl /u\ o
20 have gone out of business. Lelae e /" i 83
21 This has caused a revolution 5y e /‘1193 Y 5 3
22 in the way we buy things.

L) g gnds A Al
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23 Online we have Ll i) e

24 h flexibility. 5. e s, sl ue
much more flexibility gyl e Sl JJﬂ/ i< gt g 5
25 There are no opening hours or queues, j Jee cilela dlia Ll /JJJBL j Jee cilele g Y
sk

26 we can compare T | TN
ujl.n.\ U‘ @.L.wu /4.1)1.0.‘\ UASA:I
27 products and prices, ‘J\M&‘J Cj ) / é“j‘/ il
28 and we do not have to leave the house. Jiial /m\ 5yolae lide g
29 But there are disadvantages too. L S / il /Gjl-um EI
30 We have fewer opportunities dﬂ Ly Ll
31 to meet people, ‘ua\sjfj\ /wm\ gliﬂ/ PRER!
32 the images we see lalys .l llg

33 can be deceptive

Ulias fAeald 068 o (S
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34 because colours and size REA] / Sb Obﬂ“ C&
35 may be different in reality, sl i /@‘}5‘ b Ailid (s 3B
36 and quality is often OL‘;Y‘ o ).GS/ Q) sasally
37 difficult to judge. | (‘Sﬂ s
38 In addition, not all websites are secure. FO| &ﬁ)ﬁ\ﬂ Cj\ﬁ““ cral ety ‘:J\ ALyl
39 Innovations are usually improvements, “"—");’JH' /c_ﬂ Lsat (35S L isle Qb\dg}[\ / Q\J\Slfi\
40 but they are rarely perfect. JLSIL o / il / Ll ()65 Lo Tl L]
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